
 

 

 

 

 

 

United States President Barack Obama signed the 

stimulus bill on 17 February 2009, which includes 

the ñFilipino Veterans Equity Compensationò worth 

$198 million.  It came on the eve of the 63rd 

anniversary of the Rescission Act which was 

passed by the U.S. Congress on 18 February 1946 

and signed by President Harry Truman into law.  

The law stipulated that about 250,000 Filipinos 

pressed into service under the US Army ñshall not 

be deemed to be or to have been of service in the 

military or national forces of the United States or 

any component thereof or any law of the United 

States conferring rights, privileges or benefits.ò    

Photo above shows Consul General Mary Jo 

Bernardo Aragon (in barong) and Representative 

Lucille Roybal-Allard (beside Congen Aragon) and 

Filipino WWII Veterans at the Lake Street Park 

celebrating their victory.  Photo below shows 

Consul General Aragon as she delivers the 

message of H.E. President Gloria Macapagal 

Arroyo to the veterans who attended the flag-

ceremony at the Consulate on 23 February 2009. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOS ANGELES TOPS OAV REGISTRATION  

 

  

 

 

The Overseas Absentee Voting (OAV) Secretariat announced 

that as of 5 March 2009, a total of 13,350 has registered for the 

2010 National Elections based from all Philippine Foreign 

Service Posts. 

For the month of February, the Philippine Consulate General in 

Los Angeles registered the highest OAV registrants at 1,073, 

closely followed by Hong Kong SAR (1,007) and Toronto (848).  

The Honorable Rafael E. Seguis, Undersecretary for Special 

and Ocean Concerns and Chairman of the Overseas Absentee 

Voting (OAV) Secretariat, in a fax message commended 

ñPostôs creative efforts and initiatives in promoting the on-going 

OAV registration and its endeavor in encouraging Filipinos to 

register are worthy of emulation.ò 

All citizens of the Philippines abroad not otherwise disqualified 

by law, at least eighteen (18) years of age on the day of the 

election and who wish to vote for President, Vice-President, 

Senators and Party List Representatives for purposes of the 10 

May 2010 National Elections must file applications for 

registration/ certification as overseas absentee voters from 1 

February 2009 to 31 August 2009. The voting period will be 

from 10 April 2010 until 3:00 p.m. Philippine time 10 May 2010. 
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AFTER 60 YEARS, THE LONG WAIT IS OVER! 

VETERANS CELEBRATE  

Vice Consul John G. Reyes (standing), Head of the OAV Secretariat in the 
Consulate, overseeing the registration of an OAV registrant while inset shows 
Misses Rowena Namay (right) and Milagros Versoza (left), both COMELEC-
accredited Data Capturing Machine operators, process an application.  
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Philippine Flag Raising at the Official Residence 

 

12 June 2009 at 9:00 a.m. - The officers and staff of the 

Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles led by Consul 

General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon together with the Philippine 

Tourism Office held a flag raising ceremony at the residence of 

the Consul General.  With Congen Aragon are Secretary of 

Energy Angelo T. Reyes and Senator Francis Pangilinan. 

 

12 June 2009 at 9:00 a.m. - The officers and staff of the 

Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles, the Philippine 

Department of Tourism in Los Angeles and the Philippine 

Trade and Investment Center led by Consul General Mary Jo 

Bernardo Aragon pose for a souvenir photo with Secretary of 

Energy Angelo T. Reyes and Senator Francis Pangilinan 

during the breakfast reception held at the official residence of 

the Consul General. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

City of Los Angeles Honors the Philippines  
 

16 June 2009 - The Los Angeles Filipino Association of City 
Employees (LAFACE), in cooperation with Los Angeles 
Council Members Eric Garcetti, Jose Huizar, Wendy Greuel, 
and the Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, held 
activities celebrating the 111

th
 Anniversary of Philippine 

Independence at the Los Angeles City Hall.   
 

 
 

The celebrations were capped with a City Council Resolution, 
presented to Consul General Mary Jo A. Bernardo Aragon on 
June 12, 2009, proclaiming the week of June 8-12 as the 
Philippine Independence Week in the City of Los Angeles.  
With Consul General Aragon are Los Angeles City Council 
President Eric Garcetti (left) and Councilmember Jose Huizar 
(right).  In the background are employees of the Los Angeles 
City Hall. 

 

Philippine Faire 2009, San Diego, CA  
 

 

6 June 2009 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon 

delivers her remarks during the Philippine Faire 2009, an event 

organized by the Council of Philippine American Organizations 

of San Diego, Inc. (COPAO) held in the morning of 6 June 

2009 at the Westfield Plaza Bonita, National City, San Diego.  

 

111 TH  ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE  
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Mira Mesa Community Park, San Diego, CA  

 

6 June 2009 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (2
nd

 

from right) poses with Ms. Faith Bautista, President, Mabuhay 

Alliance (center), and guests during the Independence Day 

Celebration held on 6 June 2009 at the Mira Mesa Community 

Park, San Diego, CA 

City of Carson  
 

 

6 June 2009 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (3
rd

 

from left) poses with City of Carson Mayor Jim Dear (2
nd

 from 

left) and guests at the Philippine Independence Day 

celebration held on 6 June 2009 at Veteranôs Park Center, City 

of Carson, CA. 

Kayamanan ng Bayan 
  
6 June 2009 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon 

poses with guests during the Independence Day celebration 

entitled: ñKayamanan ng Bayanò held on 6 June 2009 at CBS 

Studio, Studio City, CA.  The event was sponsored by Boy 

Lizaso, Fil-Am Association of Antelope Valley, Fil-Am 

Community of Los Angeles, Fil-Am Lions Club, Fil-Am 

Chamber of Commerce of San Fernando Valley and Los 

Angeles Skyline Lions Club 

 

 

Los Angeles County Fil-Am Employees 
Association (LACFAEA) 
 
11 June 2009 ï The Los Angeles County Filipino-American 
Employees Association (LACFAEA) sponsored an 
Independence Day celebration at the LA County Civic Center, 
featuring excerpts from Dr. Ramon Sison Geluzôs ñThe Life and 
Loves of Dr. Jose Rizal.ò 

 

 

Los Angeles-Filipino Association of City 
Employees (LAFACE) 
 

 
 

10 June 2009 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (3
rd

 

from left) and Ms. Wendy Greuel, Council Member and 

Incoming Los Angeles City Comptroller, cut the ribbon during 


